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lolds Key to Fate of Dakota

With Ruling, Biden |
Access Pipeline

in the wake of a new court decision affirming the need for additional review, President
Joe Biden could move quickly against Energy Transfer LP's Dakota Access pipeline.

Legal Cover: Yesterday, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit
refused to revive a Key pipeling easement and provided Biden with fresh legal cover o
step in and halt operations.

Federal Trespass: Lacking the easement, Dakota Access is trespassing on federal
land and it is up to the new Biden adminisiration {o decide to bring an enforcement
action addressing the encroachment—aor not.

Leading the News

Pipelines Pledge Emissions Curbs as Biden Targels Fossii Fuels

America’s major natural gas pipeline owners committed to paring their carbon footprint
and making their own operations emissions-free by 2050. The pledge falls short of
covering the emissions of their customers -- which can be vastly larger -- but may help
the industry ward off political attacks.

Groups Challenge Asbestos BEvaluation From Trump Administration

Scientists and public health groups staried a legal fight Tuesday over the Trump
administration’s final chemical evaluation of asbestos.

& Petition Allached
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VW Argues Ohio’s $350M-a-Day Emission Fine Is ‘Requlatory Chaos’

Ohio’s highest court will determine whether Volkswagen AG was acling like a
mechanic or a manufaciurer when it updated in-car computers to fudge emissions
data, and determine if the automaker may pay a $350-million-a-day fine or escape any
state sanction.

& Dincket Allached

Perspectives from Legal Practitioners, Law Professors and Other Thought Leaders

Censored Science, the CRA, and the End of Meta-Derequlation

By Richard L. Fevesz of Maw York University School of Law

NYU Law Professor Richard L. Revesz says the Biden administration should use the
Congressional Review Act {o undo a Trump administration final rule that restricts how
science can be used in fulure EPA rulemaking. He contends that in the hands of the
Trump administration, the rule could have resulied in a significant number of additional
pramature deaths and adverse heslth consequences,

Considering £E5G7? Three Ways Lawvyers Can Help

By Jillian C. Kirn and Bemadette M. Happold of Greenberg Traurig LLP

Environmental, social, and governance measures can bolster an organization's
financial performance but when mishandled can lead to greater litigation risks,
shareholders in Greenberg Traurig's environmental practice explain. They say lawyers
well-versed in various £ESG developments may help organizations ensure regulatory
compliance and that the appropriate due diligence is conducted prior {0 securing £E5G-
based financial commitments.
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Chart: Powering Up Batterv Cell Capacity

The European Union paved the way for companies including Tesla Inc. and BMW AG
to get about 2.9 billion euros ($3.5 billion) of state aid for battery projects that will
strengthen the blod’s position in the race to produce more electric vehicles.,

Corporations Bought More Clean Power Than Ever Before in 2020

The coronavirus pandemic hasn't stymied the corporale push for clean power,

Latest Biden Climatle Plan include E-Trucks, Ol Leass Halt (1)

President Joe Biden is sel {o order fresh action 1o combal climate change -- with plans
for blocking new oil leasing on federal land, priorilizing science in government
decision-making and bringing world leaders {ogether {0 address the threal

NextEra, FirstGroup io Electrifv School Buses, a Biden Goal (1)

Clean-energy giant Nexikra Energy inc. announced a plan {o selectrify thousands of
school buses, capitalizing on President Joe Biden's goal of accelerating the green

transition.

Mastercard Joins Net-Zero Climate Club With Audacious 2050 Goal

Mastercard Inc. has lightened its corporate climate strategy, now pledging to reach the
equivalent of no greenhouse gas emissions by 2050, a goal shared by a quickly

growing number of companies and governmenis around the world.
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esources
FERC Seeks o Avoid Lawsuit Over Defunct Constitution Pipsline

Multiple challenges to the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission's authorization of
the Constitution natural gas pipeline should be dismissed because the pipeline
developer canceled the projedt, the agency old the Second Cirouil.

& Dinouments Allached

Exxon, Shell Face Rating Cuts on Greater Climate Risk, S&PF Says

Big Oil suffered a fresh setback afler one of the most influential rating companies
warned it may cut the credit score of Exxon Mobil Corp., Royal Duich Shell Plcand a
plethora of other major energy companies due to “grealer industry risk” associaled with

climate change.

BP Gets Pushback From Texas Agency it Urged 1o Ban Gas Flaring

Last year, BP Plc called on Texas regulalors {o take bold action {o stamp out the
routine flaring of natural gas, a harmiul environmental praclice that's drawn increasing
scrutiny from investors,

Montana's Rosebud Coal Mine Expansion Proceeds Despite Lawsuit

Environmental groups waited too long {o seek a court order to block Westmoreland
Rosebud Mining LLC's operations at an expanded coal mine in Montana in an effort to
save an endangered fish, a federal court in the state ruled.

& Dinouments Allached

ED_014142_00000754-00005



side

ms@ ALERT

Biden Order Might Spur Carbon Cost Hike, Helping Justify EPA GHG Rules
President Jos Biden's recent climate change exscutive order (EQ) is expected {o spur a
significant increase in the interim sodcial cost of carbon (8CC), the melric used 1o quantify the
benefits of greenhouse gas rules, with key advocates pressing it fo be set as high as $125
per ton, up 1o four times the Obama-era value, which would help EPA and other agencies o

Biofuels Supporters Launch Campaign Against Biden’s Push For EVs
Biofuels advocacy groups are launching a campaign against President Joe Biden's push for
greater use of electric vehicles (EVs) to help combat climate change, arguing that the
administration should create a major role for biofusls 1o help reduce greenhouse gas
emissions through EPA's renewable fuel standard (RFS) and other programs. FULL STORY

C2ES, Companies Urge Quick EPA Start To Talks On Cutting Utility GHGs
The Center for Climale and Energy Sclutions {C2ES8) think tank and several major companies
are urging EPA o quickly convene stakeholder talks on options for reducing power plant
greenhouse gas emissions given uncerlainty about prospecis in Congress for a clean energy
standard (CES) or other policies that could replace agency utility GHG rules. FULL STORY

EPA Pulls Five More Trump Policies From OMB Pre-Publication Review
EPA has withdrawn from White House Office of Management and Budge! (OMB) review five
more air and water policies developed by the Trump administration following Biden White

House Chief of Staff Ron Klgin's anncuncement of a regulalory freeze in order to reconsider
pending Trump EPA actions. FULL STORY

Pingree to lead House appropriations environment panel

Rep. Chellie Pingree (3-ME} will head the House Appropriations Commitlee’s panel on
interior, environment and related agencies, which has authority over EPA’s budgst.
FULL STORY

Ewire: EPA Region 1 emplovees see morale boost under Biden
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in today's Ewire: Emplovees in EPA’s Region 1 in New England say there is a morale boost
at the agency under President Joe Biden compared to what they call a “culture of fear”™ during
the Trump administration. FULL STORY

NRDC predicts significant growth of wind enerqy sector in 2021

The Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC) is suggesting that 2021 could see major
development for the U.S. offshore wind energy industry, with coastal states and the federal
government poised io give the sector a big push as part of President Joe Biden’s ambitious

AIR POLLUTION LINKED TO HIGHER RISK OF SIGHT LOSS FRCM AMD

Air pollution is linked to a heightened risk of progressive and irreversible sight loss, known as age related
macular degeneration (AMD), reveals a large long term study led by UCL researchers.
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ANEW WAY TO TRACK ENDANGERED WILDLIFE POPULATIONS FROM SPACE

Scientists have developed a new technique for remotely surveying elephants and other wildlife that is quicker

and has the same accuracy as human counts done on the ground or in low-flying airplanes.

AIRCRAFT COULD CUT EMISSIONS BY BETTER SURFING THE WIND

Airlines could save fuel and reduce emissions on transatlantic flights by hitching a better ride on the jet stream,

new research has shown.

Brought to you by the Office of General Counsel Law Library

The OGC Law Library has temporarily ceased operation of their in-person reference desk, but service

is still available virtually.

If you need reference assistance, please contact the OGC Law Library via Ask a Librarian,

Hins//usena, servicenowseviee s, conyaal or via ogelibrarvinena gov.

James H. Jenkins

Headquarters OGC Law Librarian

Contractor-ASRC Federal Professional Services (AFPS)
soachbrary®epa.oy

(202)-564-3971

EPA Library Support During COVID-19 Pandemic

Tell us how we're doing - rate our customer service!
N Yheenw survevmonkey.comisiepalibsurvay

James H. Jenkins

Headquarters OGC Law Librarian

Contractor-ASRC Federal Professional Services (AFPS)
ogclibrarv@epaqov
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EPA Library Support During COVID-19 Pandemic

Tell us how we're doing - rate our customer service!
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